

UNITED STATE^pBEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



7*9- 

] 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



09/743, 617 



01/1 0 / 0 1 



KO 



|~~ MMC2/1024 
HOWARD M COHN 

THE GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
1144 EAST MARKET STREET 
DEPARTMENT 823 
AKRON OH 44316-00 01 



~i 



W D 


N1999138USA 


EXAMINER 


WAMBACH, 


M 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


2316 




DATE MAILED: 


1 0/24/01 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 
'U.S. GPO: 2000-473-000/44602 



1- File Copy 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/743,617 



Appticant(s) 



• Ko et al 



Examiner 



Wambach 



Art Unit 

28T6 




The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence' address. -*. 



MONTH(S) FROIvT 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. V 

' - Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a* reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. \ * " * 

• : If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty 3(30) days will 
be considered timely. ■ 

- If NO. period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS' from* the mailing date of this 

communication. , . * 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35* U.S. C. §' 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

. earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on , ' . . . . • 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) K This action is non-final. 



3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.'G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)5(] Claim(s) 1-5 



is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5jQ Claim(s) 



6) K- Claim(s) 1 and 5 

7) 53 Claim(s) 2-4 

8) D Claims 



j_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
_. is/are allowed.. 

isVsre rejected. ■ . 

is/^r^ -objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement/' 



Application Papers 
9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 



r0)O The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a) : (d); 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: ' . 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
* 2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application Nor. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). . 



Attachment(s) 

15) ^| Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 



1 6) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) 

17) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0-1449) Paper No(s). 2 



18| O Interview Summary (PT0-413) Paper No(sl. j 

19) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-152) 

20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 5 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: . 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 

distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. < - 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. _ . 

"The energy pulses", "the signal", "the signal pulse", "the revolution count" arid "the 
count" lack a clear antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 - ' [ 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: , 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought. to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. • . 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over-GrOte et al (Grotej 
or Betts et al (Betts). 




Application/Control Number: 09/743617 Page -3 

Art Unit: 2816 

Grote and Betts teach a piezo electric tire revolution counter including a piezoelectric 
circular unimorph element (lines 34-51 of column 4 of Grote, and C of Figures 2 and 3 of Betts), 
power circuitry (controller 30 depicted in Figures 5 a and 5b, and D and 30 of Figures-2 and 3), 
and a revolution counting circuit (wheel speed sensor 26 of Figure 4 and counter means 50). 

Although Grote and Betts do not expressly state that they include revolution counters, 
such are believed to be inherently present insofar as revolution counters are typically included in 
speedometers. However, if a revolution counter are not present, it would have been obvious to 
employ speedometers including revolution counters because revolution counters employed fpf 
such a purpose are commonplace in the art. • . 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 2-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim, and any 
intervening claims. • - ■ • 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Wambach whose telephone number is (703) 3 08^4875. The . 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30 to 5p.m.' 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Tim Callahan, can be reached on (703) 308-4876. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
308-7722. * : - . ' . 
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Art Unit: 2816 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or . 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is. |7fl3) 3'08-r 
0956. ■ 



UlagaretaWambach 
primary Examiner 



